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tion of the kingdom as consisting chiefly in the joyous fellowship of 
Israel and the heathen with Yahweh, their king. 

We should be inclined to take issue with the author in the interpre- 
tation of individual passages. Furthermore, it must be said that the 
system seems at times to cause a forced interpretation of the authorities, 
and also that the author has not recognized sufficiently the existence 
of similar ideas when the ordinary phraseology of the kingdom has not 
been employed. 

But, when all has been said, we are glad to acknowledge that the 
author has made a most valuable contribution to the understanding of 
this interesting and difficult subject, and also to the history of the 
development of the religion of Israel. 

Walter R. Betteridge. 

Rochester Theological Seminary, 
Rochester, N. Y. 



The Grammar of Prophecy : An Attempt to Discover the 
Method Underlying the Prophetic Scriptures. By R. B. 
Girdlestone, M.A., Hon. Canon of Christ Church, and 
formerly Principal of Wycliffe Hall, Oxford. London : 
Eyre & Spottiswoode, 1901. Pp. xiii + 192. $2.50. 

This is a book in which great merit and high value are combined 
with serious defects. Whether the predominating element is that of 
merit or of a lack of value is a matter about which there will un- 
doubtedly be varying judgments. 

The book is an attempt to show what are the leading facts in the 
matter of prophecy, and how prophecy ought to be interpreted. But 
the author uses the word "prophecy" "in the sense of prediction," 
although he admits that "the word is by no means necessarily confined 
to this sense in Scripture." Thus he seeks to set before us the real 
character of the predictive portions of the Bible, and the true method 
of their interpretation. It is not easy to see, since this is the real 
motive and aim of the book, either the relevance or the correctness of 
either part of the double title. 

The book is rich in material ; but this material lacks orderly and 
systematic arrangement. So far as a plan can be seen in the book, it 
seems to be that of three kinds and divisions of the material. In 
chaps, i-xiii, under various headings, the author sets before us the 
leading facts in the matters of the ministry of the prophets, and the 
predictive portions of the Bible. In the main, the work of this part of 
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the book is well done, and is scholarly. In chap, xiv we have given to 
us the method in which the predictive parts of the Scriptures ought to 
be studied, and the general principles by which they must be in- 
terpreted. Here the author is sober, sound, and scholarly, and all 
students of the prophetic books of the Old Testament will do well to 
note carefully and to follow the principles which he lays down. There 
is, however, appended to this chapter a lengthy "Note on the Structure 
of the Apocalypse," which is of doubtful value. Moreover, there does 
not seem to be any good reason why this note should be introduced 
at this point. In chaps, xv-xxi our author states the results which, in 
his judgment, follow from the application of the principles of in- 
terpretation which he has laid down, to the predictions relating to 
special subjects, the principal of which are Christ, the ten tribes, 
Israel's future, the second advent, the millennium, and the final judg- 
ment. This is the least scholarly part of the book, and the part of the 
least value. The author has peculiar theories about the future of 
Israel, the first resurrection, the character of the millennial kingdom, 
and the future judgment, and these affect his ideas of the nature of 
the Scripture teaching, and appear in his interpretations of the passages 
he expounds. His interpretations do not seem to be warranted, at 
least in relation to the subjects specified, by a sound hermeneutics. 
In the first part of the book he errs also by giving too large and too 
important a place to the typical element in the Old Testament. This 
is notably the case in chap, xii, " The New Testament View of Old 
Testament Prophecy." 

S. Burnham. 
Hamilton Theological Seminary, 
Hamilton, N. Y. 



The Divine Authority of the Scriptures of the Old Testa- 
ment. By David M. M'Intyre. Drummond's Tract 
Depot: Stirling. Pp. i6o. 

The Integrity of Scripture : Plain Reasons for Rejecting 
the Critical Hypothesis. By Rev. John Smith, M.A., D.D., 
Broughton Place Church, Edinburgh. Chicago: Fleming 
H. Revell Co., 1902. Pp. viii -f- 283. #1.25. 

Neuste Prinzipien der alttestamentlichen Kritik gepruft. 
Von Eduard Konig. Berlin : Runge, 1902. Pp. 80. M. 2. 

These three works have a common subject, but treat it from two 
widely divergent points of view. The so-called " higher criticism " 



